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After the death of Harald Bluetooth 


There is an old church in the village Torna Hal- 
lestad, east of the Viking Age city Lund in Scania. 
Here three rune stones have been mortared into the 
church wall. They lack pictures and the runes are 
carved without any ornamentation, only divided by 
straight lines. The texts do however tell a very exciting 
tale. The rune stones were carved during the end of 
the 10th century and once stood on or near a mound 
before the stone church was built. 

Thirty miles south of Torna Hiaillestad, near the 
Scanian Baltic Sea coast, there is another rune stone 
standing near the medieval church in the village Sjorup. 
The stone was once broken into six large parts to be 
used as building material in an old stone bridge. Now 
the pieces have been reassembled and this stone also 
tells an exciting tale that is in fact connected to the 
text on the Torna Hillestad rune stones. It is a story 
about war and violent struggle, about a Swedish Viking 
chieftain in exile, about the brother of Harald Blue- 
tooth and his death. This is the tale. Let me first tell 
about what was previously believed to be known about 
this event, mostly based on later sources. Then the 
content of the more contemporary chronicle ’Gesta 
Wulinensis” will be presented. It is not unexpected that 
these two histories differ. This is the tale.) 

Up in Sweden, or rather the kingdom of the 
Swedes at the time, in the area between Stockholm 
and Uppsala, there was a power struggle between 
two brothers from the same family, Olof and Eric 
the Victorious. Only information from later sources is 
available about Olof. He had a son Bjérn, according to 
the legend called Styrbj6rn. During a feast in Uppsala 
Olof is said to have been murdered with poison. The 


Fig 139: One of the runestones in Torna Hallestad’s church in 
Scania, Sweden. These stones tell of the battle of Fyrisvallarna at 
Uppsala north of present-day Stockholn. 





later tales tell that Eric took the fatherless Bjorn 
under his wing and raised him at his royal court. 
When Bjorn was sixteen years old he demanded a 
part of the kingdom for himself. It ended with Eric 
granting him sixty warships with men under the 
condition that he left the country, which he also did: 
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Fig 140: This runestone in Torna Hallestad’ church tells of As- 
bjorn who put the stone as a memory of Toke, Harald Bluetooth’ 
brother. 


“He now went to Denmark where he caused 
much discord. Peace was made with the Danes where 
he gained Harald Gormsson’s daughter Thyra as his 
wife, a hundred ships and the promise of aid in large 
battles to come. After a night’s rest he moved on to 
Jomsborg in Wenden.“ @7) 

According to the tales Styrbj6rn now became 
one of the leaders of the soldiers in the large warrior 
community Jomsborg, the so-called Jomsvikings. He 
then decided to attack his uncle Erik up in Uppsala. 
The contemporary “skald verses” tells of this battle 
at “Fyrisvallarna’” in their peculiar and not easily inter- 
preted Viking Age manner. One example is this verse: 
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“My exploits sought 

under the banner of Styrbjorn 
when helmed Eric felled 

the heroes at the thunder of spears” 


Such “‘skald verses” are common but often give no 
detailed or longer accounts about the events described. 
They were meant to be read or presented orally to peo- 
ple at the time who already were well aware of what 
had happened. In the tale material however the violent 
struggle is depicted in greater detail, which raises the 
question of how much of these tales are pure fantasy 
and what could be based on fact to some degtee. In 
the “The Knytlinga saga” for example it is told that 
Styrbj6rn had captured Harald Bluetooth and forced 
the king to join his campaign against the Swedes, 


which is impossible because the battle took place after 
the king’s death, as can be seen from the text in “Gesta 
Wulinensis” above. In ”Knytlingasagan’” we read: 

“Styrbj6rn was one of the sons of the Swede 
king Olof Bjérnsson. Styrbjérn brought his army 
to Denmark and captured King Harald. Harald 
then gave him his daughter Thyra and accompanied 
Styrbj6rn to Sweden. Styrbj6rn set all his ships ablaze 
when he disembarked, but when King Harald learned 
that Styrbj6rn had no ships he moved his own ships 
out into Légen (the lake Malaren by present-day 
Stockholm) and sailed back to Denmark. Styrbj6rn 
met his uncle, the Swede king Eric the Victorious, in 
battle at Fyrisvallen. There Styrbj6rn fell along with 
most of his men, though some fled.“ 

The preserved rune stone texts are contem- 
porary source texts, unlike the sagas. One of the 
runestones from the’Torne Hallestad church mentions 
the following: “Eskil raised this stone in memory of 
Toke, his gracious ruler (drott). He did not flee at 
Uppsala. “Drengar’ placed the stone on the mound 
for their brother, with runes. They walked closest to 
Gorm’s Toke.“ 

The male name “Toke” was common during the 
Viking Age. The fact that Toke here is mentioned as 
a tuler (drott) however indicate we are dealing with a 
royal person whose father was named Gorm. This 
man Toke must be the same Toke who in 971 was 
appointed by his brother Harald Bluetooth to rule 
over Scania according to the ”Gesta Wulinensis”’. 
(171) Those who created the rune stone and memorial 
after the king’s son Toke were “drengar’’, a title which 
during the Viking Age meant they were high in the 
social hierarchy of power. They were members of 
Toke’s hird, his personal bodyguard and a kind of 
brotherhood, as evidenced by the text on the stone 
that they walked closest to him during the battle. Eskil 
was one of these hirdsmen who survived the battle 
after his leader had fallen. 


The other two runestones from Torna Hallestad 
tell us the names of other members of this royal 
hird. The texts say: “Asgot erected this stone in mem- 
ory of Arre, his brother. But he was a hitdsman of 
Toke. Now the stone shall stand on the mound” and 
“Asbj6rn, the hirdsman of Toke, placed this stone in 
memory of Toke, his brother.” That Asbjorn here 
refers to Toke as his brother should probably be in- 
terpreted as him being a member of a brotherhood 
ort fellowship with Toke. The runic texts give us a 
clearer picture of what happened than the one the old 
tales tell. Toke with his hird and soldiers fought and 
lost the battle at Uppsala, ie. by Fyrisvallarna. After 
Toke has fallen some of his hird managed to make it 
back to Denmark and some of them likely raised the 
memorial stones in the region of Scania where Toke 
Gormsson once had his homestead. 

There is no doubt that the battle at Uppsala was 
fierce. Let us now move down to the Sj6rup stone by 
the Scanian south coast and read its text: “Saxe raised 
this stone in memory of his companion Esbern, the 
son of Toke. He did not flee at Uppsala but fought 
as long as he had weapons.” It was definitely not the 
case of a cowardly escape. 

More texts from two Scanian rune stones may deal 
with this very violent battle. North of the city Lund 
there is a Viking monument by the village Vastra Str 
(fig 9). Not far from the church there is still an oblong 
mound on which seven stones have been erected. Two 
of them have runes and the third has whatis likely the 
symbol of Harald Bluetooth’s regime, a frontal image 
of the head of the so-called great beast”. This picture 
stone once had another image as well, but it has crum- 
bled away completely. The runic texts tell that “Fader 
had these runes carved in memory of his brother 
Asser, who found death to the north on Viking” and 
“Fader had these runes carved in memory of Bjorn, 
who owned ships with him.” The man named “Fader” 
thus created the memorial for two people who were 
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close to him who both likely died during an expedi- 
tion to the north during the time of Harald Bluetooth. 
This fight could have been the battle at Fyrisvallarna. 

The battle of Fyrisvallarna near Uppsala is prob- 
ably also mentioned on a runestone in Hdgby in 
Ostergétland. It is an impressive tall stone with vertical 
lines of runes. The front has a large Christian cross 
and here we may read: ““Torgard erected this stone in 
memory of Assur, her uncle. He ended (his life) to the 
east in Greece.” The woman Torgard raised the stone 
in memory of a relative who died in the Byzantine 
empire. What is unique about this stone is that she 
also recorded her family history, a story about sudden 
tragic death. On the back we may read: 

“The good farmer Gulle had five sons. 

Fell on Foret did the brave fighter Asmund. 

Assut(s life) ended to the east in Greece. 

Halvdan was killed in a duel. 

Kare was ’atuti’ (also killedr). 

Boe is also dead. 

Torkel carved these runes.” 

The son Asmund fell on “Féret” which has been 
interpreted as the battle at “Fyrisvallarna’’. If this in- 
terpretation is correct it would show that Styrbj6rn 
had loyal followers even in Osterg6tland (East 
Gothia). The attacking force would thus not only have 
consisted of Danes and Jomsvikings. 

Unlike the significantly younger sagas the ’Gesta 
Wulinensis” presents a completely different version of 
this history; a version written down shortly after the 
events occurred. Harald Bluetooth had just recently 
passed away in Jomsborg, in the autumn of 985, and 
the battle of Fyrisvallarna took place the following 
year: 

”A nobleman named Biyrn (Styrbj6rn) would 
remain in the fortress (jomsborg) and rule over the 


Fig 141: This runestone at the old church of Sjorup on the south 
coast of Scania also tells about the battle at Uppsala and about the 
Viking Esbern who fought as long as he had a weapon. 


island Julin, but he gravely disappointed his protectors 
as he took 24 ships and sailed to Schonen (Scania) to 
form a pact against Hirik (Erik the Victorious) who 
was an “interrexa’ in the lands of Szwitow. This Hitrik, 
the uncle of Biyrn, was meant to relinquish rule over 
the land and its people to his nephew, if he survived 
long enough to reach adulthood. But Eirik never did 
so, as when Biyrn reached 15 springs he kept the royal 
power himself and ordered his nephew to remain in 
Jamsburgu to be educated in the art of war. Against 
the will of the king he did however wish to return to 
his ancestral land, but Eirik forced him to remain in 
exile and forbid him from returning to Sali (Uppsala). 
This was the largest fortress in Szwitdw, the loca- 
tion of the temple to the pagan gods and the site 
of the royal hall where all descendants of Ulf/Olaf 
the Terrible, the forefather of this royal family, met 
every five years. Thus when king Harald drew his last 
breath Biyrn has been in exile for many years and was 
no longer a young man but a hardened warrior who 
desired to claim his right of inheritance to the land 
of Szwitdow, also called Szwitjord. He meant to press 
his claim either peacefully or by force in the court of 
God, ‘iudicium pugnae’.” (7) 

Apparently Styrbjorn had already been exiled to 
Jomsborg at a very young age and we now meet him as 
a young Christian man seeking to reclaim the kingdom 
of his father. According to the *Gesta Wulinensis” he 
brought a large number of Jomsvikings to Scania to 
enlist the aid of Toke Gormsson. In Scania Styrbj6rn 
was a”’ouest of Tukki in the fortress Burgerbau (Bor- 
geby)”, and here he attempted to persuade Toke to join 
in an expedition against “Hirik, the king of Szwitow, 
but he could not count on Tukki’s aid”’ When news 
of king Harald’s death reached Toke the situation 
changed, however. Now Toke had to quickly act on 
the opportunity to seize power in Denmark: “The 
opportunity arrived with the death of king Harald, as 
confusion and chaos spread in the land of the Danes, 
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and the people again turned away from the true faith. 
Sibir Fultarson was the ruler appointed by king Harald 
in Jutland and Selund, but in Schonen power was held 
by Tukka, the son of Gurmd”’. 

Following the battle of Hjérungavag in 983 the 
nobleman Siegvald and bis brother Torkel the Tall, 
who took part in the battle but managed to escape, 
were punished by Harald Bluetooth according to the 
”*Gesta Wulinensis”. They were apparently sent in exile 
to the king of Poland, Mieszko: 

”Following the news of the king’s death a mes- 
senger was sent to Siegwald, who along with our 
brother Ioannes, trained in science and literature at the 
monastery of Michala z Cutxa, was staying with king 
Mishko as a guest of bishop Posnanensis Iordanes. 
After returning to Jamsburg he and his brother Tursiel 
continued on to Selund to deliver the royal regalia to 
the one who was chosen in the fields to be the new 
king of the Danes.” (73) 

The meaning of choosing the new king ”’in the 
fields” is unclear. Itis not impossible that this decision 
was to be made by the royal council and noblemen in 
view of the army. The chronicle mentions how Toke 
Gormsson was chosen to be king of the Danes here 
on Zealand: 

“Tukka immediately brought his troops to the 
royal city Rulfsquel (Roskilde), and there as the only 
living heir of king Gurmd he was granted lordship 
over all Danes by the elders, jarls and lords of Jutland 
and Selund. 

He promised them that he would lead the expedi- 
tion of war against the Szwitj6rd and the usurper Eiric 
and that he would behead him and place Biyrn as jarl 
on the throne. Tukka, son of Gurmd, heir by sword 
of Ulf the Terrible would become the sovereign ruler 


Fig 142: In the Battle of Uppsala, not only Danes participated in 
the attacking army but also people from different Swedish landscapes. 
This beautiful and tall runestone from Hégby in Ostergotland tells, 
among other things, about Asmund who died in the battle. 
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of the Danes and Szwitéw, and then retain sovereignty 
over jatl Hakon in Norregi by threat of war. This 
argument convinced even the greatest opponents of 
Tukka, and thus the youngest son of Gurmd became 


king of Danes and accepted the royal regalia brought 
to him by Siegvald. 

After taking power Tukka made his way to Sali 
(Uppsala), bringing Biyrn’s 24 ships with Slavic war- 
riors from Jumsburg, 17 ships with warriors from 
Selund lead by Sibir Jarl and 13 ships with warriors 





from Schonen lead by himself. Siegwald, the appoint- 
ed jarl of Jumsburg, was sent to prince Mishko to 
form a pact against Zvein and ask for prince Mishka’s 
daughter’s hand in marriage, who’s Christian name 
was Zyefryd.” (74) 

Toke Gormsson was chosen to be the new king 
of the Danes in Roskilde according to the chronicler 
Avico, and as such he brought the army and navy 
to Uppsala. His most bitter opponent was however 
his nephew Sweyn Forkbeard. Before his departure 
to Uppsala Toke sent jarl Sigvald to the Polish ruler 
Mieszko to arrange an alliance through marriage 
between Toke and Mieszko’s daughter Sigfryd. She 
would however end up being married to Sweyn Fork- 
beard instead, after Toke fell in battle, according to the 
”’Gesta Wulinensis”’. 

Toke set sail toward Uppsala fifty miles northwest 
of present-day Stockholm in Sweden with a fleet of 
54 warships and an army of Scanians, Zealanders and 
Jomsvikings. At that time however Sweyn Forkbeard 
made his move and managed to get Toke dethroned 
as king of the Danes: 

The fleet of Tukki set sail from the sandy beach 
between Selund and Sconviue, unaware that Zwein’s 
troops, supported by Erik of Fejn and Mistiwoj of 
Aldinburg soon were about to take over all of Selund. 
Zwein’s take-over of Selund took place without any- 
one raising their sword and with the approval of the 
elders of Zealand who saw in Zwein the only rightful 
heir to the throne. The one who would force the rebel 
Hakan (Earl Hakon in Norway) to swear allegiance 
and the kings of Anglorum to yet again pay their 
tribute. Zwein was a great leader who no other Dane 
of fame and repute at this time would stand against. 

After taking the city of Rulfsquel (Roskilde) and 
the surrounding lands Zvein, as befitted royalty, 
called together the council of elders where Tukke was 
sentenced to exile as a usurper, by the judgment of the 
priest. At this time he sent a messenger to the royal 


hall in the city of Sala in the land Svitj6d to inform 
them that a certain Odin called all the Danéw, Scondw, 
Gotéw, Norigéw and Kutlandow, who gathered at 
Sala, to return to the lands of their ancestors. The 
messenger also delivered a promise in secret to king 
Eric that no man of Danow or Sconow would ever 
dare to raise their sword against the rightful king of 
Svitow or his descendants, who were all of the same 
bloodline, with the blood of Ulf in their veins.” (75) 

This text is interesting as the mentioned lands 
would likely have soldiers in the fleet lead by the 
Dane king Toke. Now the new king Sweyn Fork- 
beard called on Toke’s allies to abandon their expedi- 
tion. Does “Norigow” refer to Norway? This would 
not match how Norway is spelled elsewhere in the 
chronicle, i.e. as “Norregi’’. Perhaps it is more likely 
that “Norigow” refers to Novgorod in Russia? As will 
be shown below the young Olof Trygvasson from 
Gardarike, i.e. present-day Russia, was part of the army 
of Toke. Where we may find ”Kutland6w’ is also an 
enigma. Later on in the text it is indicated that this 
might have been an island, perhaps Gotland. They 
may be the same people, the’ Kuitt’”, who in the year 
964 threatened the Oresund strait with hostilities. 

When Toke reached Uppsala the two armies faced 
each other, but it began with a parley. King Erik the 
Victorious and his rival Bjorn agreed to let the gods 
decide who would be king in a fight between three 
champions from each side: 

“Having chosen the three most distinguished men 
among the warriors of king Hirik and his opponent 
Bjurn, king Tukka called his rivals to a duel which was 
to take place at a site where pagan rituals had been held 
for centuries. There, standing in the centre of the oval 
ring, shaped like a hen’s egg, he put a spear belonging 
to their mutual ancestors into the holy ground and or- 
dered the chosen to enter the ring, as Odyn (the pagan 
god Odin) awaited to unify them there for all eternity. 
They were all pagan people and Odyn was probably 
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one of their gods worshipped by this shameless people 
of Svitj6d. Neither the true faith, the word of God nor 
the name of our Lord had yet reached them. 

Before the champions crossed swords to fight to 
the death both the former enemies Eiric and Bjyrn, 
who sought to preserve their reputation and dignity, 
made an offering to honour the pagan gods. With this 
act Bjyrn, who had been raised in the Christian faith, 
insulted our Lord, which brought the Lord’s fury onto 
him, and thus fortune and the blessing of the Lord left 
him, which the unfortunate man soon would realize.” 

Avico mentions this method of letting the gods 
decide the outcome of legal disputes as ”tudicium 
puenae’”. He uses the exact same expression when 
describing the duel between Harald Bluetooth and his 
son to settle the matter of who should be the king of 
Denmark in Roskilde in 984. Now it was once again 
a matter of deciding who ina particular family should 
be the king, Instead of meeting in battle themselves 
the two candidates appointed their own champions. 
Avico continues to describe what 
survivors of the event had told him: 

“The duel, within the sight of 
the mighty and their troops, end- 
ed in an unsavoury defeat for the 
champions fighting for the honour 
of Bjyrn, and he then complained 
to the king that Tukki had chosen 
cowards rather than warriors from 
the Sconvjue band. In anger the 
possessed man (Bj6rn) ran into the 
ring and pulled the sacred spear out 
of the ground and threw it in anger 
toward king Eiric, but instead of 


Fig 143: The “Gnista’-stone at Uppsala 
(U 972) as it was drawn by Johan Perings- 
kiold in 1709. The stone probably tells of a 
dramatic event in the year 986. 
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killing him he killed Toruly, the guest of the king, 
who had arrived from Norregi to support him in the 
struggle for the throne. 

When Biyrn realized that he had missed the king 
he hoped his warriors would join him and cause a 
slaughter at the royal court, but he did not even have 
time to utter a word before the strokes of the swords 
of the warriors Usrik, Inkvar and Gotmar ended his 
life. These mighty men were members of the king’s 
guards and, even if they were close to Byirn on the 
mother’s side, they choose to keep their loyalty to 
King Eiric, ending the life of the unfortunate man, 
so he would not have to suffer any tortures which he 
would be condemned to because of his evil act.” (79) 

The relatives of Bj6rn apparently gave him a quick 
death rather than the punishment he would otherwise 
suffer. Up until the early 18th century there was a pre- 
served rune stone near Old Uppsala which was likely 
tied to this event. The rune stone is preserved in text 


and a drawing, The text on it reads: 





@(n)k(@)u(a)r ua trofast * uk usrik  litu X rita x 
stain X at * trk-k-a kupan * sturbiurn Xx 

In translation: *Inkvar and Trofast and Usrikr had 
the stone erected in memory of a good valiant man 
Styrbjorn.” 

In the year 1710 it is mentioned that the rune 
stone had recently been discovered on the Gnista 
lands ” laying by an old square paved grave.” The 
name ’Usrik” has been debated since the 18th 
century. It was believed that the spelling should 
have been ”Husrik” and that is the version that has 
been used in modern times.@7”) But the drawing 
from 1710 clearly shows ”Usrik”. And now we 
have an independent contemporary manuscript 
where both ”Inkvara” and ’Usrika” are spelled 
the same as on the rune stone. It is thus close at 
hand to believe that these two along with ”’Tro- 
fast” erected the memorial stone over their relative 
Bjorn, absurdly after two of them were involved 
in mercy killing him. The fact that the rune stone 
stood in a square stone grave suggests that this was 
the place where Bjorn (“Styrbj6rn”’), the leader of 
the Jomsvikings, was buried. Let us return to the 
drama at the site of the duel with the aid of the 
”*Gesta Wulinensis”: 

“After these unexpected events no sound was 
heard, like the silence before the storm, and tension 
was so high that it was expected that everyone would 
instantly draw their swords and attack each other. 
To prevent this from happening the king stood up 
in front of Tukka and held a horn filled with mead 
and raised it in a toast to the gods called Osar and 
also Odyn who welcomed Byiurn to his new home 
in the land of the dead called Walaszkiaf (Valhalla). 
Thus Eiric became the jarl of Svitj6d, the vassal of 
Tukka who would rule over all the ‘tonsgk tunhau’ 
speaking people from this day. 

King Tukka could not hide his satisfaction with 
this sequence of events, as in truth it was never his 


true intent to place Byiurn on the throne of Svitj6d, 
but to hold the highest authority himself. 

Byiurn thus only served his secret intent as a lone 
pawn who, having changed square, awaited the next 
move of the rival queen to deliver the final move 
called checkmate. Byiurn and his band were just that 
pawn who served Tukke to fulfil his goal of being 
recognized by the elders of Svitjéd as their sovereign 
ruler.” (78) 

Avico compares the situation to a game of 
chess. Chess is known to have existed as far back 
as the 6th century in India. In Europe there are 
chess games documented in the late 10th cen- 
tury. The oldest known information about chess 
in Scandinavia is from Snorre Sturlasson’s work 
”Heimskringla” where he mentions the Danish 
king Canute the Great and the nobleman Ulf Jarl 
playing a game of chess in the year 1026: The jarl 
invited the king to a game of chess to which he 
agreed.” The king tried to cheat and Ulf left the game, 
resulting in him being murdered later on. Avico’s 
familiarity with this game suggests the game was 
also played in the Danish court during the time of 
Harald Bluetooth. 

The duplicity of king Eric the Victorious would 
however result in this meeting with Toke in Uppsala to 
become known to history as ’’the great battle, known 
as the slaughter at Sala”, according to Avico: 

The cunning of Tukka had no limits, but this 
time it would lead to his downfall. Just like a scythe 
sometimes hits a rock, Tukka met his superior. It was 
king Eiric, who secretly worked with Torulf, the mes- 
senger of Zwein (Sweyn Forkbeard), plotting to kill 
Tukka. Torulf, a nobleman loyal to Zwein, met with 
Sibir Jarl in secret to convince him to return to Selund. 
Torulf also made an agreement with Eiric to have the 
Jumsburg dragon warriors released, who had been 
restrained immediately following the death of their 
leader Byirn. 
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Olaf of Gardariki (the Norwegian Olaf Trygeva- 
son), son of the famous Trug of Holmagord, who 
was the deputy of Byiurn despite still being a young 
man, promised he would lead the all the dragon war- 
riors of Jumsburg back to Jumne. And while Tukka 
and Eiric drank mead, feasting in honor of their 
pagan gods, and also to honor the memory of Byirn 
and to sanctify the truce, Sibir Jarl withdrew with half 
of his band, and brought with him Olaf and the rest 
of the Jumsbutrians, still bound in chains. 

The next morning, when Tukka awoke after a full 
night of feasting, he found no woman of Svitjod in 
his bed and nobody in the camp aside from his own 
comrades from Sconviue, the other Danéw (Danes) 
and a few daredevils from the islands Kutis and Burna- 
holmir (Bornholm). It was said they found their ships 
burned on the orders of Sibir Jarl and suddenly found 
themselves in the fog surrounded by the army of king 
Eiric and he did not intend to show his cousin mercy. 
The survivors claimed that more than half of Toki’s 
army had fled for their lives, and the last one to fall 
on the battlefield was Tukka himself, who liked the 
mythical Leonidas refused to give up in the face of 
an overwhelming force.” (79) 

Toke and his remaining troops found their ships 
burned and were shortly thereafter attacked by Erik 
and his troops. The situation described matches in- 
formation from a much later saga, but there it was 
said to be Harald Bluetooth who burned the ships 
and fled. Instead it was in fact the Danish nobleman 
Sibir Jarl who made sure Toke could not escape. 
Here Avico compares Toke’s last stand to that of 
Leonidas, the king of the Spartans who, according 
to the antique author Herodotos, chose to die in 
battle rather than surrender. The fact that Eric the 
Victorious is mentioned as a cousin of Toke also 
highlights the family bonds between the Scandina- 
vian kings. The relations between Denmark and the 
kingdom of the Swedes in the late 10th century are 
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also hinted at in the archaeological material from 
the city Sigtuna. 

This city is located south of Uppsala on the beach 
of Lake Malaren. Archaeologists started digging in 
Sigtuna early on and today we know the city was likely 
founded in the years around 980. This was also the 
site of a royal estate and thus the city must have been 
founded on royal initiative. Several objects of Danish 
origin from the earliest period of Sigtuna have been 
excavated. A gold pendant and bronze mold used in 
the production of rounded buckles both belong to 
the art style that characterizes the jewellery from the 
so-called Hiddensee treasure, a discovery that will be 
discussed later in this book. The gold objects from the 
Hiddensee treasure can be tied to Harald Bluetooth. 
The pendant is similar to a piece of jewellery found in 
Harald Bluetooth’s ring fortress Fyrkat. The archae- 
ologist Sten Tesch in Sigtuna notes that “the mold 
shows that a specialised goldsmith, schooled in the 
Danish royal environment, worked within the upper 
echelons of society in Sigtuna.” Other objects found 
in the city can be tied to the Danes as well. A sword 
hilt made from moose horn with decorations in the 
“Mammen style” typical to the time of Harald Blue- 
tooth indicate a Viking Age owner of high rank. Such 
a lavish sword would not be used in battle; it was a 
sword from the Danish lands that radiated power. (18°) 

Sibir Jarl who treacherously abandoned Toke in 
Uppsala and burned his ships never returned home 
to Zealand. The ’Gesta Wulinensis” tells us that his 
name was Sibir Fultarson’’ (8 and this same person 
is also mentioned ona rune stone on the island Oland 
at the village Karlevi a few hundred metres from the 
beach of the Kalmarsund strait. The sea route from 
Denmark to the kingdom of the Swedes to the north 
passed through the Kalmarsund strait. The runes are 
carved in the same style as Harald Bluetooth’s rune 
stones and the stone mentions a Danish chieftain 


named “‘Sibi the Wise” or “Sibi the Good’’. Sibi died 


during a sea journey and was buried on the desolate 
beach on Oland by his men. A drawing from the 
17th century shows that the stone once stood by two 
burial mounds which are now gone. The inscription 
reads: 

”This stone is set up in memory of Sibi the Wise, 
son of Foltar, and his retinue set on the island this 
memorial.” 

The continued rune text is unlike almost all other 
runestones from the late 10th century written in a 
so-called “skald verse’, something that was only ded- 
icated to people of importance. It is also a so-called 
“drottkveett”. As the word “drott” indicates this style 
of writing was used to celebrate a “drott”, i.e. a ruler. 
It was considered a very advanced poetic form for a 


skald to master. It is not easy to interpret the meaning 





of the text as they also used so-called “kennings”, ie. 
complicated paraphrasing and glorification of real 
events. 

The text ends with a statement about the dead, 
that: Never again shall such a battle-hardened ’Vagn- 
Vidur’ rule unsurpassed over land in Denmark.” The 
word “Vidur” here is another name of the god of war 
Odin and the “Vagn’” (carriage) travelled in is the war- 
ship, thus the interpretation of the rewriting roughly 
becomes: “the battle-hardened sea king who ruled 
over lands in Denmark’. Sibir Fultarson, appointed 
ruler of Jutland and Zealand by the dying king Har- 
ald Bluetooth and, according to Gesta Wulinensis, 
married to the king’s daughter Estrid, died during his 
journey home following the battle of Fyrisvallarna and 
was buried on a beach on the island Oland. 

In the ’Gesta Wulinensis” Avico ends the tale of 
the battle of “Fyrisvallarna’” like this: 

”Thus Tuca (Toke), the last son of Gurmd, ended 
his life by bringing half of his ‘chiyrdu’ (hird), as the 
Danes called their ‘exercitus’ or armies, to the gates 
of death to face the judgment of God. The other 
half, most of them warriors from the land of Scon 
(Scania), in a wicked and shameless manner either 
laid down their weapons or fled from the battlefield 
seeing the overwhelming forces of King Kink. From 
this moment the men of Scon where cursed by the 
injustice brought upon prince Tuca, and since then 
they were never skilled in wielding neither sword nor 
axe, sentenced to only do farming. 

Among the three sons of Gurmd who survived 
their childhood 'Tuca was his pearl. Konut, the eldest, 
was his swotd and the son closest to his heart, and 
Harald, the most cunning of them all, was his eye 
and mind.” (182) 


Fig 144: The picture shows the Karlevi runestone on Oland. It stands 
near Kalmarsund beach and testifies of a Danish chieftain who died 
here ans was buried by his warriors. 
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Sven Rosborn is born in 1949. He signed up at the 
Department of Archeology at Lund University in 1970. 
He became a licentiate in philosophy in archeology in 
1974. In 1972, he had joined Professor Erik Cinthio’s 
research seminar in medieval archeology at Lund Uni- 
versity. As early as 1970, he became chief archaeologist 
at Malm6 Museum. 

In 1974, he was appointed curator at Malmo Mu- 
seum, where he built up one of the largest archaeologi- 
cal organizations in Scandinavia with up to 60 employed 
archaeologists. In 1978 he became museum director of 
Malmo City Museum, a position he held until 1995. 

During the years 1974 - 1995, Sven Rosborn ini- 
tiated and was responsible for several major museum 
exhibitions. From 1979 to 1980 he was responsible for 
the large international Viking exhibition in Florence, 
”Vikings” and for the exhibition ’Vikings in Art’. 

In 1995, together with his colleague Bjorn Jakob- 
sen, he created Fotevikens Museum. The museum was 
engaged in maritime archeology and also the recreation 
of historical environments, especially from the Viking 
Age. A small town from the end of the Viking Age 
was built on the basis of results from archaeological 
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excavations and older written sources. Sven Rosborn 
held the role of head of research until 2013. 

Over the years, he has been a producer for a num- 
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be found here: 
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The thousand-year-old gold disk once lay in 
the tomb of the Viking king Harald Bluetooth. 
A tomb that contained one of the world's 
largest Viking Age gold treasures. 


The investigations that followed also revealed an 
enormous amount of written material consisting 

of transcripts from diaries, from 12th century 
original letters and an extensive chronicle 
describing 10th century Denmark. The chronicle 

is written by Avico, the chaplain of Harald Bluetooth: 
his personal priest. Avico was an eyewitness 

to many of the events during the king's life from 

the 950s up until the king's death in 985. 
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